BISMARCK

It was my object, in view of our subsequent relations
with Austria, as far as possible to avoid cause for mortify-
ing reminiscences, if it could be managed without preju-
dice to our German policy* A triumphant entry of the
Prussian army into the hostile capital would naturally
have been a gratifying recollection for our soldiers,
but it was not necessary to our policy. It would have
left behind it, as also any surrender of ancient posses-
sions to us must have done, a wound to the pride of
Austria, which, without being a pressing necessity for us,
would have unnecessarily increased the difficulty of our
future mutual relations. It was already quite clear to me
that we should have to defend the conquests of the campaign
in further wars, just as Frederick the Great had to defend
the results of his two first Silesian wars in the fiercer fire
of the Seven Years'" wan That a war with France would
succeed that with Austria lay in the logic of history, even
had we been able to allow the Emperor Napoleon the petty
expenses which he looked for from us as a reward for his neu-
trality. As regards Russia, too, it is doubtful what would
happen if it were then made clear to her what accession of
strength the national development of Germany would bring
to us. We could not foresee how far the later wars would
make for the maintenance of what had already been won;
but in any case it would be of great importance whether
the feelings we left behind in our opponents were implac-
able or the wounds we had inflicted upon them and their
self-respect were incurable. Moved by this consideration,
I had a political motive for avoiding, rather than bringing
about, a triumphal entry into Vienna in the Napoleonic
style. In positions such as ours was then, it is a political

maxim after a victory not to enquire how much you can
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